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Barrow County

Board of Assessors

30 N. Broad St. * Winder, Georgia 30680 * (770) 307-3108

W.H.  Kemp    William Hockaday    Beth Buchanan    Bernice Melton     Stewart Oliver
  Assessor              Assessor                  Assessor                Assessor              Assessor          
Board of Assessors Meeting Minutes

June 8, 2016
William Hockaday, Chairman, called the Barrow County Board of Assessors to order on June 8, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.  Present for the meeting were Board members W.H. Kemp, Bernice Melton, Beth Buchanan, Stewart Oliver and Secretary, Kim Hoopaugh.  Don Elrod, Chief Appraiser, also attended the meeting.  
Bernice Melton made a motion to approve the May 11, 2016 minutes and the May 20, 2016 Called Meeting minutes as written.  All Board members agreed.

There were no additions to the Agenda for this month’s meeting.

Trinity Industries was scheduled on the Agenda to address the Board regarding personal property account #7630.  This account is being audited by Traylor Business Services.  Trinity Industries complied with Traylor Business Services request of records, therefore this appointment was cancelled.

Terah Palmer presented a 2016 Conservation Use Continuation List and a New and Renewal Application List for the Board’s approval.  After some discussion, Beth Buchanan made a motion to approve all Conservation Use Applications on these lists with the exception of XX109-010A & XX109-010D.  The mapping is incorrect on Q-public for these 2 parcels.  They will be approved at next month’s meeting as long as the mapping issue is corrected.  Stewart Oliver seconded the motion, W.H. Kemp and Bernice Melton agreed making the decision unanimous.  These lists of approved Conservation Use Applications are attached to the minutes.

Don Elrod presented an application for tax exemption from Winder Housing Authority, which is a government entity.  Don asked if exempt property applications for government entities need to be brought before the Board for approval.  After some discussion, the Board agreed that exempt property applications from government entities can automatically be exempted by the appraisal staff.  They do not need to be presented to the Board for approval.  A letter will be sent to Winder Housing Authority regarding the approval of their tax exemption application.
At last month’s meeting, Don Elrod presented an addition to existing policy for filing homestead on mobile homes, for approval by the Board.  He recommended that the addition to the policy state “Any Mobile Home now listed as a Prebill Mobile Home (not owner occupied) that is transferred per existing policy to the Real Estate Records for applying homestead shall meet the following qualifications.  The Real Property owner must supply the normal documentation required for filing the homestead application.  Furthermore the applicant shall furnish a document from the Barrow County Tax Commissioner Office verifying all outstanding taxes have been satisfied in full before making such application for the Homestead Exemption.  Until all requirements have been met by the owner, and approved by the Barrow County Board of Tax Assessors, any such application shall not be considered.”  
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After some discussion, the Board wanted Don to contact the Department of Revenue to obtain their opinion in the matter.  After speaking with the Department of Revenue it was determined there is nothing in the books that require a taxpayer to pay their tax bill before filing and receiving a homestead exemption.  This proposed policy will not be adopted.
Don Elrod gave an office update on several different topics:
· The last day to appeal was June 3rd.  The office has received 322 appeals, with 202 appeals still active.  There are approximately 200 appeals that were received after the deadline without the United States Postal Service marking.
· Traylor Business Services audits have found deficiencies which amount to $758,650 tax dollars so far.  They also discovered an account that had been over reporting and will be credited.
· Stewart Oliver will be reappointed at Tuesday’s Board of Commissioners Meeting.
There were no Homestead Exemption Applications for 5/10/16 – 06/07/16 for the Board to approve.
The ACO’s for the month of May 2016 were reviewed by the Board of Assessors.  William Hockaday, Chairman of the Board signed off on this list.  This approved list is attached to the minutes.  A copy will be sent to Danielle Austin, Secretary to the Board of Commissioners for entry into their official records.
The June 2016 meeting’s list of approved vehicle appeals is attached to the minutes.

W.H. Kemp made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 a.m.  All Board members agreed.
_______________________________
W. H. Kemp, Vice Chairman

_______________________________
Beth Buchanan

_______________________________
Bernice (Bunny) Melton

_______________________________
William (Bill) Hockaday, Chairman
______________________________
Stewart Oliver
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