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Barrow County

Board of Assessors

30 N. Broad St. * Winder, Georgia 30680 * (770) 307-3108

W.H.  Kemp    William Hockaday    Beth Buchanan    Bernice Melton     Stewart Oliver
  Assessor              Assessor                  Assessor                Assessor              Assessor          
Board of Assessors Meeting Minutes

July 13, 2016
William Hockaday, Chairman, called the Barrow County Board of Assessors to order on July 13, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.  Present for the meeting were Board members W. H. Kemp, Bernice Melton, Beth Buchanan and Stewart Oliver.  Don Elrod, Chief Appraiser, also attended the meeting. Personal Property Appraiser, Shelly Johnson, substituted for Secretary, Kim Hoopaugh.

Bill Hockaday made a motion to approve the June 8, 2016 minutes as written.  All Board members agreed.

There were two additions to the Agenda during this month’s meeting.  Don Elrod presented an auto appeal that had to be evaluated from our office.  The subject vehicle (2012 Audi) was a salvaged vehicle whose owner had taken to a facility in South Georgia for repairs. At the time of the appeal, the owner presented a bill of sale and photos of the vehicle. The question for the board was whether or not to accept the photo’s in lieu of actually seeing the vehicle.  After some discussion, Stewart Oliver made a motion to accept the photos and allow the appraiser to move forward with their valuation process of the vehicle.  Bernice Melton seconded the motion.  Bill Hockaday, W. H. Kemp and Beth Buchanan agreed making the decision unanimous.  
The second addition presented by Shelly Johnson was The L. D. Kichler Company, Personal Property account #38338.  The company’s percentage of Freeport Exemption was reduced to 66.67% on their Application for Freeport Exemption due to a late filing.  Their Application for Freeport Exemption and their 2016 Tax Return was received in our office for the first time on April 5, 2016, making them late as the due date for both was April 1, 2016.  The company filed an appeal stating that both documents were filed/mailed timely however; they had been mailed to our old mailing address at 233 E. Broad St., Winder, GA 30680.  The USPS did not forward the envelope to our current mailing address, but sent it back to the company.  The company immediately sought out our current mailing address and re-sent it to us.  In their appeal they included a copy of the original envelope showing the date of March 22, 2016 as the first mailing and a Return To Sender label from the USPS showing a date of April 1, 2016 indicating that the first mailing was indeed prior to April 1, 2016.  After long discussion, this was the deciding factor and proof that the company had filed/mailed their Application for Freeport Exemption and their 2016 Tax Return in a timely manner.  Bill Hockaday made a motion to grant them their full 100% exemption for their Freeport Inventory.  Beth Buchanan seconded the motion.  W. H. Kemp, Bernice Melton and Stewart Oliver agreed making the decision unanimous.  Shelly Johnson will send a letter to the company regarding the board’s discussion and that their decision was based solely on the April 1, 2016 Return To Sender label from the USPS.  The board also wants the company to be made aware that if their future mailings will be close to the deadline it is suggested that they send all documents by certified registered mail. 
There were no appointments to the Agenda for this month’s meeting.
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Terah Palmer updated the board on parcels XX109-010A & XX109-010D from last month’s meeting stating that both parcels had been corrected in Q-public.  No motions were made to approve these Conservation Use Applications as it was stated in last month’s meeting that they would be approved once the mapping was corrected.  It was also noted that the building valuation on these parcels would be picked up next year in 2017 by Joey Cofer, Asst. Chief Appraiser.
Don Elrod discussed with the board the issue of police officer’s having P.O. Boxes on their drivers’ licenses for privacy reasons and not having the physical address on them for proof of primary residence when applying for homestead exemption.  After some discussion it was agreed that in this type of situation an affidavit would be required to sign stating that is their primary residence.  It was also noted that it would be decided case by case.  Don Elrod will be creating the affidavit.  

Don Elrod gave an office update on a few different topics:
· Currently there are 85 Active Appeals, 81 – 30-Day Notices, 48 BOE and 187 Resolved Appeals
· Real Property Appraisers are also currently picking up new construction parcels 
Bill Hockaday, Chairman, signed off on the Digest Submission Form for 2016.  He also signed three subpoenas for not complying with our Personal Property audit being conducted by Traylor Business Services, Inc.  The accounts were Cantsink Manufacturing #38559, Johns Manville International Inc. #7610 and AN Connect, LLC #30225.  Requests have been made to these accounts to comply by next month’s board meeting on August 10, 2016.  They are currently listed on next month’s agenda to produce requested documentation.
There were no ACO’s for the month of June 2016 to be reviewed by the Board of Assessors.  
The July 2016 meeting’s list of approved vehicle appeals is attached to the minutes.

W. H. Kemp made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 10:30 a.m.  Stewart Oliver seconded the motion.  The remaining Board members agreed.
_______________________________
W. H. Kemp, Vice Chairman

_______________________________
Beth Buchanan

_______________________________
Bernice (Bunny) Melton

_______________________________
William (Bill) Hockaday, Chairman
_______________________________
Stewart Oliver
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