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Barrow County

Board of Assessors

30 N. Broad St. * Winder, Georgia 30680 * (770) 307-3108
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  Assessor              Assessor                  Assessor                Assessor              Assessor          
Board of Assessors Meeting Minutes

August 10, 2016
William Hockaday, Chairman, called the Barrow County Board of Assessors to order on August 10, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.  Present for the meeting were Board members W.H. Kemp, Bernice Melton, Beth Buchanan, Stewart Oliver and Secretary, Kim Hoopaugh.  Don Elrod, Chief Appraiser, also attended the meeting.  
Bernice Melton made a motion to approve the July 13, 2016 minutes as written.  All Board members agreed.

There were no additions to the Agenda for this month’s meeting.

It was acknowledged that Board member Stewart Oliver received his renewed Certificate of Eligibility.  This certificate is displayed in the Board of Assessor’s Conference Room.  There is also a copy of the members certificates displayed on the bulletin board in the office entrance.

Cantsink Manufacturing, Johns Manville Int., Inc. and AN Connect, LLC were scheduled on the Agenda to address the Board regarding their property accounts.  These accounts are being audited by Traylor Business Services.  All three of these businesses complied with Traylor Business Services request of records, therefore these appointments were cancelled.

Mr. Eddie Haggard owns parcel XX096-038, which is under conservation use.  He cut out .47 acres and deeded it to his daughter Kathy Dunsmore whose house and property adjoins his, to clear up lot lines.  The Board agreed that Mr. Haggard will need to come in and sign paperwork reflecting the acreage change on his property since it is under the conservation use program, it does not breach his covenant.  
Don discussed with the Board two properties under conservation use in which 5.0 acres were split out and deeded to family members.  Does the Board think these parcels are eligible to continue the conservation use covenant under the parent parcel?  After much discussion and review of the law, it was agreed that since these parcels are not over 5.0 acres they cannot continue the conservation use covenant under the parent parcel.  A letter will be sent to these property owners giving them the opportunity to change the amount of acreage that would make the eligible to continue the conservation use under the parent parcel.
Don also discussed one conservation use property in which 5.0 acres was split out, but remained in the same owner’s name.  It was determined that this was probably done for bank financing purposes.  Since it remains in the same owner’s name it will not be an issue.
Next, Don discussed three separate exempt properties owned by churches that may not meet the requirements for being exempt.  They are identified as XX112-037, XX112-042 and BE06-002.  
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XX112-037 is 38.77 acres owned by Hope Baptist Church.  When this parcel was originally approved in 2009 for tax exemption it was going to be future expansion for the church and school.  Presently this parcel is a pasture that looks like it is being cut for hay.  XX112-042 is 32.86 acres owned by Pentecost United Methodist Church.  When this parcel was originally approved for tax exemption the picnic shelter on the property was being used for religious worship and fellowship.  Presently this parcel is being used as a hunting club.  BE06-002 is 6.54 acres owned by Bethlehem United Methodist Church.  This parcel was originally approved to tax exemption with the understanding that it would be used for expansion of the church and a parking lot.  Presently this parcel is vacant and shows no signs of building or future expansion.  The Board agreed that Don should send a letters notifying the churches that the exemptions will be removed for the 2017 digest unless there is proof provided that the parcel meets the criteria to be considered for tax exemption.

Don gave an office update on several different topics:
· There were a total of 287 appeals, 202 are resolved, 1 is still active, 25 were sent 30 day notices and 59 are going to the BOE.  Hearings will be scheduled once the remaining 30 day notices are resolved.
· The county wide ratio is 38.03 which mean the public utilities will be billed at 40%.  In order to keep this ratio up an additional employee is needed.

· Traylor Business Services audits have found deficiencies which amount to over $3 million tax dollars so far. 
· Don, John, Shelly, Mr. Bill and Kim will all be attending school at Athens Tech September 12-17.
There were no Homestead Exemption Applications for the month of July for the Board to approve.
The ACO’s for the month of July 2016 were reviewed by the Board of Assessors.  William Hockaday, Chairman of the Board signed off on this list.  This approved list is attached to the minutes.  A copy will be sent to Danielle Austin, Secretary to the Board of Commissioners for entry into their official records.
The July 2016 list of approved vehicle appeals is attached to the minutes.

W.H. Kemp made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:58 a.m.  All Board members agreed.
_______________________________
W. H. Kemp, Vice Chairman

_______________________________
Beth Buchanan

_______________________________
Bernice (Bunny) Melton

_______________________________
William (Bill) Hockaday, Chairman
______________________________
Stewart Oliver
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